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Circular Economy in Slovenia
Besides recycling, value chain alternatives for residuals and waste are rare

SOME INDICATORS OF CIRCULAR ECONOMY 2016 2017 2018 2019 EU

Municipal waste (kg per capita) 465 478 495 509 491 (2018)

All waste, excluding mineral waste per 
GDP unit (Kg per thousand euro, chain 
linked volumes (2010))

80 80 77 73 64 (2018)

Generation of waste excluding major 
mineral wastes per domestic material 
consumption (%)

11,5 11,8 10,8 11,1 13,5 (2018)

Food waste (in 1000 tonnes) 138 132 140 141 80.000 
(2018)

Recycling rate of municipal waste (%) 55,5 57,8 58,8 59,2 46,8 (2018)

Recycling rate of all waste excluding 
major mineral waste (%)

79,8 83,9 87,5 84,5 57 (2016)

Circular material use rate (%) –
secondary resources

9,1 10,3 10,8 10,9 12,4 (2019)



Circular business 
models are a 
fundamental  
challenge for SMEs

• Residuals like yeast and alcohol rarely enter 
new value chains

• Instead of new income streams, firms are 
dealing with costly proper disposal

• Circular business options are difficult for SMEs 
due to lack of knowledge, access to viable 
options and limited networks 

Source: circular economy in brewing industry  



Danube SMEs Clusters insights on 
Circular Bioeconomy transition

“Cross-sectoral matchmaking is key to profitability and 
increased efficiency.” Croatian wood cluster

“We don’t know where to start, we don't have enough time 
and resources. We have a hard time communicating 
sustainability.”, foodnetz, Germany 

“We would like that producers join forces to collect 
biomass.” Alma Mons, Serbia

“The business models need to change, the cost-focused, 
entrepreneurial culture needs to change. The 
management needs to be committed to it, not only 
imposed by administration.” Clustero, Romania

Source: Clusters and Sustainability, Anteja 2022
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Source: Anteja ECG and VDI/VDE Innovation + Technik GmbH
© 2022, Series: Value Chains’ Transparency and Sustainability, 



VCG.AI FOR RESILIENT 
BIO-BASED VALUE CHAINS 

Initiative
Danube Alliance
2022



VCG finds cross-regional & 
cross-sectoral supply chain 
opportunities 

§ Identifies & assesses millions of possible bio circular 
options 

§ Detects the best market opportunities for the 
company’s products, residuals & waste 

§ Finds sustainable input suppliers that companies are 
looking for

§ Cheaper, faster, more accurate matches that 
currently possible

Confidential & Proprietary
Copyright ©, All rights reserved.





BioLink examples Usage of biobased polymers for reusable cups
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Current network 
70+ Company networks
2,000+ companies

Network growth
BESTROCAL 
Funded project in Germany: 10 networks
Danube Alliance
30+ networks across Danube region



Carbon Neutral Value 
Chains 

30% 
Reduction by 2030

Sustainable resources 
in production 

100% 
By 2025

Impacts

Engage

100.000
firms in sustainable, 
and circular networks



Mateja Dermastia, CEO

info@anteja-ecg.com 

www.anteja-ecg.com
Mateja Dermastia

mateja.dermastia@anteja-ecg.com

+386 51 389 533

Anteja


